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2015 African American History Month  

ñA Century of Black Life, History and Cultureò 

Presidential Proclamation -- National African American History Month, 2015 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

A PROCLAMATION  

For generations, the story of American progress has been shaped by the inextinguishable beliefs that change is always 

possible and a brighter future lies ahead. With tremendous strength and abiding resolve, our ancestors, some of whom 

were brought to this land in chains, have woven their resilient dignity into the fabric of our Nation and taught us that 

we are not trapped by the mistakes of history. It was these truths that found expression as foot soldiers and Freedom 

Riders sat in and stood up, marched and agitated for justice and equality. This audacious movement gave birth to a new 

era of civil and voting rights, and slowly, we renewed our commitment to an ideal at the heart of our founding: no  

matter who you are, what you look like, how modest your beginnings, or the circumstances of your birth, you deserve 

every opportunity to achieve your God-given potential.  

As we mark National African American History Month, we celebrate giants of the civil rights movement and countless 

other men and women whose names are etched in the hearts of their loved ones and the cornerstones of the country 

they helped to change. We pause to reflect on our progress and our history -- not only to remember, but also to 

acknowledge our unfinished work. We reject the false notion that our challenges lie only in the past, and we recommit 

to advancing what has been left undone.  

Brave Americans did not struggle and sacrifice to secure fundamental rights for themselves and others only to see 

those rights denied to their children and grandchildren. Our Nation is still racked with division and poverty. Too many 

children live in crumbling neighborhoods, cycling through substandard schools and being affected by daily violence in 

their communities. And Americans of all races have seen their wages and incomes stagnate while inequality continues 

to hold back hardworking families and entire communities.  

But the trajectory of our history gives us hope. Today, we stand on the shoulders of courageous individuals who     

endured the thumps of billy clubs, the blasts of fire hoses, and the pain of watching dreams be deferred and denied. We 

honor them by investing in those around us and doing all we can to ensure every American can reach their full        

potential. Our country is at its best when everyone is treated fairly and has the chance to build the future they seek for 

themselves and their family. This means providing the opportunity for every person in America  

to access a world-class education, safe and affordable housing, and the job training that will prepare them for the    

careers of tomorrow.  

Like the countless, quiet heroes who worked and bled far from the public eye, we know that with enough effort,      

empathy, and perseverance, people who love their country can change it. Together, we can help our Nation live up to 

its immense promise. This month, let us continue that unending journey toward a more just, more equal, and more  

perfect Union.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2015 as National  

African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people of the United 

States to observe this month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of January, in the year of our Lord two   

thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.  

BARACK OBAMA 
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BLACK  HISTORY  SHOULD  NOT  BE  FORGOTTEN    

 

http://chicago.suntimes.com/news/7/71/339091/black-history-forgotten  ~  Posted: 02/02/2015, 05:26 pm  ~  Mary Mitchell   

 

Black History Month 2015 is getting off to a slow start. 

At first I took it personal because there was a time when I had to juggle speaking requests from schools and organizations 

during February. 

But in the last several years, Iôve gotten a lot more invites to participate in events celebrating Womenôs History Month 

than I have for Black History Month. 

Timuel Black, a living legend when it comes to chronicling the African-American experience in Chicago, said he hasnôt felt 

the ñenthusiasmò for the observance in recent years.  ñI think part of it is the lack of knowledge and information. That 

part of the   information was in our black papers that used to exist and even in magazines, like ñEbony,ôò he said. 

Black has recently returned from the Netherlands where he spoke about the African-American experience in the U.S. 

ñThey know more about black history than many of our people. Our teachers donôt carry it to the students. Parents donôt 

know the history and people in our generation are moving on,ò he said. 

In 2013, Chicago Public Schools unveiled a new curriculum guide that mandated African and African-American studies in 

the core subjects throughout the year. 

Although a law establishing such an approach had been on the books since 1990, in most classrooms the focus on black 

history was still relegated to February. 

But a strange story out of Washington, D.C., and dwindling Black History Month events give me reason to suspect the  

observance is dying out. 

Several Internet sites have reported that a D.C. principal allegedly fired three social studies teachers for teaching black 

history  beyond what is contained in the curriculum.  I reached out to both the school and the board on Monday and     

neither responded. 

What makes this story even more disconcerting is the principal of the public charter school, Howard Middle School of            

Mathematics and Science, is black. The school is on the campus of Howard University. 

ñParents are outraged and say it is unacceptable for a school located on the campus of a historically black university to not       

encourage African-American history lessons in the classrooms,ò said Lateefah Bilal, a grandmother who heads up a parent 

group, according to a report that aired on the local NBC affiliate on Saturday. 

This incident begs the question: Have black people allowed this observance to go by the wayside? 

Christopher Reed, a well-known Chicago historian, said the fall-off is rooted in the rise in ñnarcissismò that started at the 

end of the civil rights movement. 

ñAs a result, there is a decline in interest in anything other than the self-absorbed individual. You try to interest young 

people in somebody like Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King, Jr., but the kids canôt relate to selflessness. [King] was       

engaged in selflessness and they are involved in self-indulgence,ò Reed said. 

ñWe are fortunate, however, because there are those young people who are consciously trying to reverse this trend,ò he 

added. 

Black believes Black History Month is even more relevant today.  ñListen, as falling apart as our young people are today, 

they need information and inspiration more than ever,ò Black told me. 

ñIt frightens me. When I put it on their minds, they are absolutely thrilled. They are excited to go back and talk to their          

grandparents and great-grandparents. Thatôs history,ò he said. 

President Barack Obamaôs proclamation honoring ñNational African American History Month 2015 points out that the 

month is not only a time to ñreflect on our progress and our history,ò but ñalso to acknowledge our unfinished work.ò 

Obviously, a new generation of African-American trailblazers has found its own success. 

It is on them to remind the world on whose shoulders they stand. 
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One day, when the glory comes 

It will be ours, it will be ours 

Oh, one day, when the war is won 

We will be there, we will be here sure 

Oh, glory, glory 

Oh, glory, glory 

Hands to the Heavens, no man, no 

weapon formed against, yes glory is 

destined.  Every day women and men 

become legends. Sins that go against 

our skin become blessings.  The 

movement is a rhythm to us. Free-

dom is like religion to us.  Justice is 

juxtaposition in us.  Justice for all 

just ainôt specific enough. 

 ~   Defining Moments In Black History   ~ 

What  is the moment in Black History that moved you, changed you, shaped 
you? Whether in learning about it or experiencing it yourself first hand.          

I encourage you to share your defining moment 

with the youth of today to, as President Barack 

Obama states in his 

proclamationð

ñreflect on our    

progress and our  

history,ò but ñalso 

to acknowledge our   

unfinished work.ò 

  

         March 22 and 23, 1965,           
Thousands  of protesters marched 

through Lowndes  County on the 

trail from Selma to Montgomery,   

Alabama.  Alabama is the birthplace 

of leaders with dreams.  Itôs the place 

where thousands of leaders came       

together to march for the paramount 

victory in the fight for equalityðthe 

right to vote.     

August 06. 1965, President Lyndon Baines Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act, 

guaranteeing African Americans the Right To Vote.  
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